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OSWESTRY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Public  Health  Office, 

8,  Oswald  Road, 
Oswestry, 

Shropshire, 


To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  perusal  my  Annual  Report 

for  1953. 

The  contents  include  the  information  required  by  the  Minister 

of  Health. 


(Oswestry  R.D). 

(England  &  V/ales) 

The  Birth  Rate  was  ...  ... 

14.7 

16,4 

The  Death  Rate  was  •  •  •  •  •  • 

11.8 

11.7 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  was 

16.8 

22.5 

Prematurity  and  malformations  were  the  chief  causes  of  these 


deaths. 

The  Still  Birth  Rate  was  . . .  7  21. 6 

There  were  125  notifications  cf  infectious  disease  against  557 
during  1957.  The  difference  is  due  to  the  fact  that  an  epidemic  of  measles 
(414  cases)  occurred  in  1957 >  and  although  there  was  an  outbreak  of 
Dysentery,  53  cases  were  notified  against  76  in  1957*  and  only  3  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever  (30  in  1957)* 

The  Housing  Programme  was  limited  by  the  financial  restrictions 
cf  1957,  but  22  new  houses  were  available  at  Gobcwen  at  the  end  of  1958  and 
early  weeks  cf  1959* 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  last  two  tenants  of  hut¬ 
ments  at  Rodnal  were  rehoused,  and  the  buildings  demolished.  There  are 
still  two  hutments  occupied  at  Brooklands  Camp,  Kinnerley,  which  are  in  an 
unsatisfactory  condition. 
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As  yet  the  Council  has  built  no  houses  specially  designed  for 
elderly  people,  but  the  Ellen  Barnes  Trust  at  Weston  Rhyn  has  a  row  of 
six  bungalows,  now  happily  occupied. 

The  Hone  Help  Service  sends  assistance  to  some  elderly  people 
in  the  district  -  help  with  cleaning,  cooking  or  shopping  which  is  much 
appreciated. 

The  T/ater  scheme  for  Crickheath  Hill  is  in  progress,  and  during 
1959,  work  ctn  the  Ruyton-Xl-Towns,  Pentre,  Edgerley  and  Me lver ley  scheme 
should  be  started. 

Poliomyelitis  Vaccination  has  been  carried  out  at  all  Clinics 
and  schools  in  the  district  and  also  by  the  General  Practitioners,  and 
to  make  it  easy  for  those  aged  15-25  (to  wham  the  protection  has  now  been 
extended)  evening  Clinics  have  been  held  and  also  sessions  at  Ifton 
Colliery. 

Unfortunately  many  young  people  fail  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
opportunity  ("it  wan*t  happen  to  me”),  but  the  response  by  parents  in 
respect  of  children  of  or  below  school  age  is  very  good. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  thank  my  colleagues  in  other  depart¬ 
ments  of  the  Council  for  help  given  throughout  the  year,  and  for  statistics 
contributed  for  this  Report.  The  ready  and  effective  co-operaticm  of  the 
Public  Health  Staff  is  appreciated  and  acknowledged. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

c.  b.  mcarthur, 


September,  1959* 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


19  5  8 

following  are  the  General  Statistics  for  the  Oswestry  Rural 
Health  Districts 

Area  in  acres  •  • . . . .  61,527 

Porpuvtfcicn  figure  given  by  the  Registrar  General .  21,030 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  on  Rate  Book  at  end  of  19 58 .  5,34-8 

Rateable  value . . .  £153,966 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate .  £561  73, 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR,  1958. 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

Male 

Female 

TOTAL 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ... 

...  150 

141 

291 

Illegitimate...  ...  ...  ... 

...  A 

3 

7 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  • 

•  •  •  t  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

14.17 

Birth  Rate  after  correction  by  comparability  factor 

•  #  •  #  •  • 

16.57 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births. •  ... 

2.35 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Male 

Female 

TOTAL 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ... 

...  3 

3 

6 

Illegitimate. ..  ...  ...  ... 

...  *" 

- 

- 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births.. 

•  t  •  «  •  t 

19.73 

TOTAL  LIVE  AND  STILL  BIRTHS . 

...  157’ 

147 

304 

DEATHS 

Male 

Female 

TOTAL 

123 

126 

249 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population.  • . . 

M  t  •  •  t 

•  #  •  •  •  « 

11.8 

Death  Rate  after  correction  by  comparability  factor 

•  •  •  C  •  • 

9.5 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1  YEAR  OF  ACE 

Number  of  children  under  1  year  of 

age  who  died 

in  1958.. 

5 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

Legitimate  ...  ...  . . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  l 

16.8 

Illegitimate . 

t  •  t  •  •  • 

•  •  #  •  #  • 

- 

MATERNAL  DEATHS 

Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion)...  . .  ... 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births. • 
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Neo  Natal  (first  four  weeks)  Infant  Mortality;  rate  per  1,000  live 

births  -  16#  8 

Male  Female  TOTAL 

Legitimate  •••  •••  • .  •  •••  #5 

Illegitimate . .. 

Male  Female  TOTAL 

Deaths  from  Measles  (All  ages)..  . 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (All  ages)  - 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (Under  2  years)  ~ 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


CAUSE 

1958  • 

1957 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  . . . 

- 

- 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  . . 

- 

- 

Syphilitic  disease  . . . . . . 

- 

- 

Diphtheria  . . . . 

- 

- 

Whooping  Cough  . . . . . . 

- 

Meningococcal  infections . . . .  • 

- 

- 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . . . . . 

- 

Measlo  s  ........  ...... ............... 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  . . . 

1 

- 

Malign.  ..at  neoplasm,  stomach  . . . . . . . 

7 

7 

Mali  a  2.  xT.'g  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  . . 

3 

8 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  . . . . . . 

4 

5 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  . . . 

2 

2 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  . . . 

14 

23  1 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  . . . 

1 

2 

i  -  ! 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ................ 

59 

i 

a  , 

Coronary  disease,  angina  . . . . . . 

27 

00 

CM 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . . . 

2 

- 

Other  heart  disease  . . . . . 

74 

a\ 

CO 

Other  circulatory  disease  ......................... 

9 

18 

- 

2 

!Er^l.Q  UlUOn  .*3  ct  ©•oo©ooo«oo««o©o»o«o®#o©ooooooo#o###««»#o 

3 

10 

■Rtytti  nVi  iIHr  . . . .  ..................... 

1 

19 

Other  diseases  of  the  Respiratory  system  . . 

| 

1 

2  ' 

| 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . . . . 

1 

i  i 

i  1 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ................ 

2 

3  1 

2 

4 

- 

1 

.  - - 

2 

4 

a 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (Cont) . 


CAUSE 

1958 

1957 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases  . , . . 

17 

22 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . . . . 

6 

2 

All  other  accidents  . . 

7 

5 

Suicide  . . . 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  . 

- 

J 

1 

All  causes  . . . . . T 

249 

277 

10 
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NEO-MOKDALITI 


Deaths  of 
infants 
under  1  month 

Pei'centage  of 
total  infant 
deaths 

Rate  per 

1,000 

live  births 

5 

100 

16 ,8 

CAEICER 


Deaths 

- - - 

Rate  per 

Total 

1,000 

M. 

E. 

Population 

Oswestry 
R  JO. 

18 

13 

31 

1.47 

County  of  Salop 

(1957).  516  1.732 

England  and  Wales  95,799  2*12 


'W>v/ 
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CANCER 


Provisional  figures  by  the  Registrar  General  for  deaths  from  Cancer 
in  England  and  Wales  for  1958  show  that  50,732  males  died  from  this 
disease  of  which  numbers  17,030  (335^)  died  from  Cancer  of  the  lung  and 
bronchus.  For  females,  out  of  45,067  cancer  deaths  2,779  (6%)  were  due 
to  this  cause .  Many  of  those  dying  from  lung  cancer  were  in  the  prime 
of  life,  and  unfortunately  the  mortality  rate  from  this  disease  continues 
to  rise  each  year.  The  Ministry  of  Health  request  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  to  bring  this  to  the  notice  of  the  public. 

If  20,000  deaths  from,  say  poliomyelitis,  occurred  in  any  year  there 
would  be  a  determined  effort  to  combat  the  threat. 

A  clear  relation  between  smoking  (particularly  of  cigarettes)  and 
persistent  cough  with  sputum  ("chronic  bronchitis”)  has  been  established, 
and  there  is  also  a  steady  rise  in  the  mortality  rate  from  lung  cancer 
with  increasing  amounts  of  tobacco  smoked.  The  incubation  period  of  human 
lung  cancer  due  to  tobacco  is  20  years  or  longer. 

The  production  of  a  nicotine-free  tobacco  might  well  be  a  safety 
measure,  for  nicotine  has  serious  effects  on  certain  organs  of  the  body 
(particularly  the  heart  and  blood  vessels)  •  Unfortunately  the  smoking 
qualities  of  this  tobacco  does  not  meet  with  the  approval  of  smokers. 


R'7FE_CT I0US_  _  DISEASE  AND_  VACCINATION 

Studying  the  incidence  of  cases  of  notifiable  disease  over  the  past 
10  years  it  is  noticeable  how  the  numbers  of  ca.ses  have  fallen  in  most  in¬ 
stances.  Better  home  care  and  nourishment,  less  overcrowding  are  doubt¬ 
less  factors,  for  measles  is  a  disease  against  which  no  protective  inoculation 
has  yet  been  satisfactorily  isolated.  (It  is  held  in  some  circles  that 
the  viruses  causing  measles  and  canine  distemper  are  closely  allied,  and 
therefore  a  vaccine  may  presently  be  available)  .  Even  so  the  epidmeics  of 
measles  which  appear  in  alternate  years  claim  fewer  cases  than  formerly. 
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Smallpox,  diphtheria,  whooping  cough,  tuberculosis  and  now  polio¬ 
myelitis  have  had  anti-gens  isolated c  But  if  the  population  is  to  be 
protected  at  least  75%  of  the  people  at  risk  should  bave  received  the 
appropriate  injections  and  maintain  their  immunity  by  booster  doses  at 
appropriate  intervals.  Unless  the  level  of  immunity  is  effectively  main¬ 
tained  in  individuals  the  community  might  at  some  unexpected  time  find  an 
epidemic  developing  in  their  midst. 

For  example,  Smallpox.  Very  few  locgJL  people  have  been  re-vaccinated 
and  only  43%  infants  (though  the  percentage  is  slowly  rising)  „  Therefore 
a  case  of  smallpox  developing  (perhaps  atypical  or  unrecognised  owing  to 
its  mildness)  in  someone  recently  returned  by  air  from  the  Middle  or  Far 
East  could  infect  a  large  number  of  susceptible  people  before  the  true 
nature  of  the  rash  was  diagnosed. 

Vaccination  of  infants  causes  only  the  slightest  constitutional  dis¬ 
turbance,  and  re-vaccination  during  school  age  or  on  entering  the  Forces  is 
accompanied  by  only  mild  (or  no)  discomfort. 

The  great  majority  of  school  children  and  many  under  school  age  have 
been  immunised  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  (during  1958)  against 
poliomyelitis. 

Unfortunately  the  response  of  the  15-25  year  group  to  the  offer  of 
poliomyelitis  vaccination  has  been  poor  though  many  over  25  would  gladly 
avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity, 

B.C.G-,  vaccination  to  protect  against  tuberculosis  is  offered  to  all 
school  children  aged  13  years  and  to  contacts  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  in 
every  case  where  immunity  has  not  already  been  developed.  The  acceptance 
rate  by  the  parents  of  school  children  is  gpod. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  TABLE 
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No  cases  of  Poliomyelitis,  Encephalitis,  Pood  Poisoning  or  Enteric  Fever  were  notified. 


NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE,  1958. 
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SMALLPOX  V AC C  IN  AT  IONS^  1 9j3  8 . 


Percentage  of 
children 
under  the  age 
of  1  year 
vaccinated. 

— 

Under  1 

1  yr. 

2-4 

5-14 

Over 

14 

TOTAL 

"1 

re- 

Vaccina- 

tions. 

43.0 

128 

10 

10 

6 

20 

174 

68 

- _ - 1 

DIPHTHERIA 


District 

Under  5 

5-14 

TOTAL 

— 

Re-inforcing 

Injections 

Oswestry 

R.D. 

78 

3 

81 

26 

_ 1 

YfHQQPING  COUGH  BlMtMISATIQUS,  1958. 

Total  numbers  immunised  in  the  Rural  District:-  85 

TETANUS  IMMUNISAT  IONS  t  1988. 

Total  numbers  immunised  in  the  Rural  District:-  31 
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B.C.G.  VACCINATIONS,  1958 
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Discrepancies  in  figures  are  due  to  absentees 


TimiCULOSIS 


NOT  IF  ICAT  ION  S  DURING  1988 


Respiratory 

M.  F. 

- - 

N  on-re  spiratory 

M.  F. 

— - - - 

TOTAL 

M.  F. 

Civilian  Cases 

Service  Cases 

Transfers 

2 

7 

2  2 

1 

2  4 

7  1 

7  2 

2  3 

9  5 

Cured 

Left  District 

Deaths 

1  1 

5 

rnmm 

1  1 

5 

3 

Number,  of  Cases  on  Register  at  end_of  1958 


Respiratory 

Non-re  spiratorv 

TOTAL 

M. 

P. 

M. 

F. 

M.  P. 

45 

23 

12 

11 

57  34 

Number  of  Primary  Notifications  in  1958 
Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  ....... 

England  and  Wales  . . 


6 


0.14 

.088 
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CLINICS  AMD  HOSPITALS  IN  THE  DISTRICT 


TUBERCULOSIS 


The  Physician  attends  at:- 

OSWESTRY;  The  Clinic,  Upper  Brook  Street, 

Every  Friday  from  1,30  p,m.  to  4.  p,m. 


SHREWSBURY: 


The  Chest  Clinic,  Gopthorne  Hospital, 
Every  Wednesday  from  2  p.m.  to  4  p,m, 


VENEREAL  DISEASES 

Facilities  for  treatment:-  Clinics. 

Clinics  are  administered  hy  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  the  one 
available  for  this  area  is  given  below,  the  Medical  Officer  attending  on  the 
days  and  at  the  hours  given. 

SHREWSBURY:  1,  Belmont, 

Tuesdays  and  Fridays:  Men  *■*  6  p.m.  to  8  p.m, 

Thursdays:  Women  -  3  p.m,  to  7  P*m* 

Mondays:  Women  -  3*30  p,m,  to  3*30  p»m» 


HOSPITALS 

Oswestry  and  District  Hospital, 

Copthome  Hospital,  Shrewsbury,  treats  cases  of  Enteric  Fever, 
Meningitis,  Acute  Poliomyelitis  or  Acute  Encephalitis, 

Monkmocr  Hospital,  Shrewsbury,  admits  other  cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
such  as  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  etc,. 

Other  hospitals  which  provide  accommodation  for  the  district  are; 

The  County  Council  Hospital,  Cross  Houses,  Shrewsbury, 

The  Royal  Salop  Infirmary,  Shrewsbury, 

The  Eye,  Ear  and  Throat  Hospital,  Shrewsbury. 

The  Robert  Jones  and  Agne3  Hunt  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Oswestry, 

All  these  hospitals  are  administered  by  the  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital 
Board  which  was  constituted  in  accordance  with  the  National  Health  Service 
Act. 
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AILBULANCE  SERVICES 

Under  "the  National  Health  Service  Act  it  "became  the  duty  of 
the  County  Council,  the  Local  Health  Authority  under  the  Act,  to  make 
provisions  for  securing  that  ambulance  and  other  means  of  transport 
are  available  for  the  conveyance  of  persons  suffering  from  illness  or 
mental  defectiveness  and  expectant  mothers  or  nursing  mothers,  from 
places  in  their  area  to  places  in  or  outside  their  area. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

These  are  available  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Royal  Salcp 
Infirmary,  Shrewsbury.  Telephone:  Shrewsbury  4684. 

The  Bacteriologist  is  Dr.  A.  C.  Jones,  and  the  Pathologist 
Dr.  G.  Grant. 

This  service  is  based  on  the  Royal  Salop  Infirmary  and  undertakes 
the  work  for  local  authorities  free  of  charge  in  so  far  as  it  is  relevant 
to  diagnosis.  It  is  invaluable  particularly  in  the  expeditious  dealing 
with  the  bacteriological  examination  of  food,  samples. 

BLOOD  TRANSFUSION  SERVICE 

Per  very  many  people  during  the  course  of  serious  illness,  blood 
transfusion  is  a  life  saving  treatment.  Anaemia,  loss  of  blood  in 
accidents,  childbirth  or  operation  and  severe  burns  all  call  for  the 
transfusion  of  blood. 

The  National  Blood  Transfusion  Service  Unit  based  cn  Birmingham 
visits  Oswestry  twice  each  year  when  a  large  number  of  public-spirited 
citizens  from  the  Borough  and  Rural  District  attend  to  give  blood. 

New  volunteers  are  constantly  required  to  take  the  place  of  those 
leaving  the  district  or  reaching  "retiring  age". 

The  Shrewsbury  Office  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  figures 

OSWESTRY .  1958 


Attended  Bled 

231  228 

A  proportion  of  the  donors  come  from  the  Borough. 
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Ufie  Rural  District  Council  oj  Oswestry. 


With  the  Compliments 
oj  the 

Chiej  ^Public  RCealth  inspector. 


Castle  View, 

Oswestry. 


Oswestry  1075  /  6. 


REPORT 


OP 


CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  DISTRICT 


RAINFALL:-  The  total  rainfall  for  the  year  was .  34*85 

Average  over  the  last  ten  years .  31*42 

POPULATION  figures  given  by  Registrar  General  .  21,030 


WATER  SUPPLY 

MB  !■  MMI  i  *-i-*^*“-* 

The  following  parishes  are  provided  with  a  public  water  supply: 


No.  of  houses 
supplied  direct 

No.  of  houses  supp¬ 
lied  by  stand-pipe. 

Selattyn  ...... 

280 

- 

Weston  Rhyn. . . . 

557 

St.  Martins. .  •  • 

559 

** 

Whittington. ...  * 

903 

Oswestry  Rural. 

748 

21 

Llanymyne  ch. . .  • 

212 

1 

Llanyblodwel. .  • 

111 

TOTAL:- 

3,370 
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RESULTS  OP  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS  OF  PIPED 
~  SUPPLIES  FRCI/I  PUBLIC  MAINS. 


UN  chlorinated 


Date  Supply 


6.1.58* 

3*2.58. 

19*3*58. 

9.4.58. 

12. 5.58. 

2.6.58. 

8.7.58. 

12. 8. 58. 
27.8.58. 
27*8.58. 


Maesbury. 

Maesbury. 

Maesbury. 

Maesbury. 

Maesbury. 

Maesbury. 

Maesbury. 

Maesbury. 

Maesbury. 

Maesbury. 


(Point  2). 
(Point  2). 
(Point  2). 

!  Point  2). 
Point  2). 
Point  2). 
Point  2). 
Point  2). 
Spring  3)* 
Point  2). 


B.  Coli  per 
100  mi¬ 


ll 

0 

0 

0 

11 

35 

0 

1 

3 

20 


Faecal 

coli. 


Present 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Present 

0 

1 

0 

Present 
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RESULTS  OP  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXMIRATIONS  OP  PIPED 

"SUPPLIES  TContTf 


jMCIRQ^PUiTED 


Date 

Supply 

B.  Coli  per 
100  ml. 

Paecal 

coli. 

6,1.58.  Sweeney . 

(Point 

6  Cistern) • 

25 

Present 

6.1.58.  Sweeney. 

(Point 

12  Reservoir) • 

? 

0 

14.1.58,  Sweeney. 

(Point 

9  Cistern) , 

0 

0 

3.2.58.  Sweeney. 

(Point 

9  Cistern) . 

0 

0 

3.2.58.  Sweeney. 

(Point 

12  Mixture) . 

0 

0 

3.2.58.  Sweeney. 

(Point 

6  Cistern) . 

3 

0 

12.5.58.  Sweeney. 

(Point 

9). 

0 

0 

12 . 5  •  58 .  Sweeney . 

(Point 

6). 

1 

0 

12.5.58.  Sweeney . 

(Point 

12  Mixture)  • 

1 

Present 

2,6.58,  Sweeney, 

(Point 

12  Mixture) . 

0 

0 

8 .7 .58 ,  Sweeney . 

(Point 

12  Mixture) • 

11 

Pre  sent 

12,8,58.  Sweeney. 

(Point 

12  Mixture) , 

35 

0 

27 .8 .58 •  Sweeney . 

(Point 

12  near  suction)  • 

25 

0 

27 .8 .58 .  Sweeney  • 

(Point 

12  reservoir) . 

13 

Present 

CHLORINATED 


Date 

Supply 

B .  Coli  per 
100  ml. 

Paecal 

coli. 

3.2.5s. 

Mac  sbury  .(Tap) . 

0 

0 

2.6.58. 

Mae  sbury . ( Tap) , 

0 

0 

12.8.58. 

Mae sbury.  (Tap) . 

18+ 

18+ 

27.8.58. 

Mae sbury. (Tap) . 

18+ 

18+ 

3. 2.58. 

Porthywaen  (Tap) . 

0 

0 

12.8.58. 

Porthywaen  ( Tap) . 

loO 

Present 

2.6.58. 

Sweeney .  ( Tap) . 

0 

0 

27.8.58. 

Sweeney.  (Tap). 

16 

Present 

14.7 .53 . 

Mardy.  (Selattyn  school,  tap). 

0 

0 

PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLIES 


During  the  year  a  "booster  station  and  extension  of  mains  were  com¬ 
menced  to  serve  properties  at  Crickheath  Hill.  Hitherto  the  residents  of 
the  area  were  obliged  to  carry  their  water  a  long  distance  frem  a  stand¬ 
pipe  from  wliich  the  flow  of  water  was  almost  negligible.  Another  ex¬ 
tension  commenced  was  at  Blodwel  Bank.  This  area  was  badly  in  need  of 
water. 

The  gradual  extension  of  mains  in  the  area  will  undoubtedly  assist  in 
the  encouragement  of  owners  to  improve  properties  by  way  of  providing 
modem  amenities. 


PRIVATE  WATER  SUPPLIES 

« 

lA  sarnies  of  wa.ter  from  wells  and  springs  were  taken  during  the  year. 
7  proved  to  be  unsatisfactory,  but  after  advising  the  use  of  tap  filters  in 
three  cases,  4  remained  unsatisfactory.  The  remaining  7  proved  to  be  sat¬ 
isfactory. 


SEWAGE  WORKS 

The  joint  sewerage  scheme  between  Ceiriog  R. D.  C.  and  Oswestry  R. D„C. 
which  involves  the  extension  of  sewers  and  new  works  to  serve  parts  cf 
Chirk  and  the  village  of  Weston  Rhyn  commenced  this  year.  The  extension  of 
the  sewers  will  mean  that  many  premises  with  unsatisfactory  drainage  at  the 
present  time  will  be  eventually  connected  to  the  sewers,  and  owners  and 
occupiers  given  a  better  opportunity  to  improve  their  hemes.  It  will  mean 
also  that  some  areas  of  land  in  the  Chirk  Bank  area  will  be  capable  ol 
development* 

The  preliminary  work  in  connection  with  the  new  sewerage  scheme  to 
serve  Pant  and  Llanynynech  is  being  carried  out  by  the  Consultants  and  the 
Council  hope  to  be  in  a  position  to  Invite  tenders  for  the  scheme  in  19 


HOUSING  ACT ,  1949. 

Improvement  Grants. 

Having  considered  the  economics  concerning  Improvement  Grants  the  Council 
decided,  that  owing  to  the  high  rates  of  interest  prevailing,  the  giving  of* 
Improvement  Grants  he  suspended  for  the  presented  time  and  he  reviewed  early  in 

1959. 


HOUSING  ACT,  1957. 


1.  Houses  dealt  with  in  Clearance  Areas  during  the  year,  1958: 

(l)  (a)  Unfit  for  human  habitation  included  in  clearance  areas  ...  Nil 


(h)  Number  of1  houses  demolished  ... 


•  e  •  •  »  • 


•  •  •  •  » 


•  •  •  •  •  • 


(ii)  Houses  by  reason  of  had  arrangement: 

(a)  Included  in  clearance  areas  ... 

(h)  Houses  demolished 

(iii)  Houses  demolished  cn  land  acquired  under  Section  43(2) 


•  «  •  •••  ♦  ©  •  ••• 


...  Nil 

...  Nil 

...  Nil 
...  Nil 

...  Nil 


2.  Other  than  in  Clearance  Areas: 

(i)  Houses  demolished  as  a  result  of  informal  procedure  under 
Section  17  (l)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  < 

(ii)  Local  Authority  owned  houses  certified  unfit  by  M.O.K. 

N  o.  demoli  shed 

(iii)  Unfit  houses  included  in  Unfitness  Orders 


•  •  •  •  •  t  •  •  •  •••  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  ♦  • 


•  •  •  • 


...  1 

...  Nil 
...  Nil 


5 •  Unfit  house s_  closed : 


(i)  Number  of  houses  closed  under  Section  16(4) ,  17(l)  &  35(l)  •••  5 

(ii)  Number  of  houses  closed  under  Sections  17(3)  and  26  .  Nil 

(iii)  Parts  of  buildings  closed  under  Section  18  .  •  ...  1 
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Unfit 

houses  made  fit: 

a) 

Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  by  owner 
after  informal  action  by  local  authority  . . . 

and 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

22 

(ii) 

Under  Section  9  : 

By  Owner  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

Nil 

By  Local  Authority 

•  0  •  •  •  • 

Nil 

(iii) 

Under  Section  16  : 

By  Owner . 

•  0  •  •  •  • 

Nil 

(iv) 

Under  Section  24  : 

By  Owner  . 

•  •  •  •  •  t 

Nil 

5 •  Unfit  houses  far  temporary  accommodation : 

(i)  Retained  for  temporary  accommodation  under  Section  48  • 

(ii)  Retained  for  temporary  accommodation  under  Section  17(2) 

(iii)  Retained  for  temporary  accommodation  under  Section  46 

6.  Licence  for  temporary  accommodation: 

Number  of  licences  issued  under  Sections  34  eild  53  •  •  •  None 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Purchase  of  houses 


Number  of  houses  in  clearance  areas  other  than  those 
Included  in  confirmed  clearance  orders  or  compulsory 
purchase  orders  -  Number  purchased  . .  None 


8.  Estimated  number  of  houses  still  unfit  for  human  habitation: 

(i)  To  be  dealt  with  by  demolition..  . .  400 

(ii)  To  be  dealt  with  by  reconditioning  ...  . . approx.  500 


9*  No.  of  temporary  housing  units  occupied  on  31st  December,  1958: 


(a)  Prefabs .  28 

(b)  Huts  ...  ...  Nil 
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HOUSING  ACT,  1957  (Cont 
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FILTHY  AMD  VERMINOUS  PREMISES 


It  has  only  been  necessary  to  keep  one  house  under  observation  during 
the  year  because  of  its  dirty  condition.  Only  by  constant  visits  and 
advice  is  it  possible  to  keep  the  premises  in  a  reasonable  condition. 

REFUSE  AND  SALVAGE:  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

Refuse  is  collected  and  disposed  cf  by  direct  labour.  The  number  of 
men  employed  is  nine.  The  vehicles  comprise  one  -  7  cu.yd.  ,  one  -  10  cu.yd.  , 
and  one  -  16/18  cu.yd.  Total  of  three.  The  disposal  of  the  refuse  has  been 
a  very  difficult  problem  and  continues  to  be  so.  The  time  lias  undoubtedly 
arrived  when  it  is  necessary  to  provide  a  central  tip  for  St.  Martins, 
Gobowen,  Weston  Rhyn  and  Whittington,  and  to  this  end  an  effort  has  been 
made  to  find  land  in  need  of  reclamation.  The  existing  sewage  disposal  works 
at  Weston  Rhyn  have  been  earmarked  as  a  site  when  the  new  works  at  Chirk 
Bridge  are  brought  into  use,  but  even  this  site  will  not  last  very  long  if 
used  for  all  the  villages  mentioned. 

Although  salvage  is  still  collected,  the  demand  has  greatly  fallen  and 
we  no  longer  find  it  necessary  to  sort  paper,  cardboard,  etc,  , 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

No  statutory  action  has  been  taken  in  accordance  v/ith  the  provisions  of 
the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  but  it  has  been  necessary  to  remind  the  Secretary 
of  one  hospital  premises  regarding  intermittent  nuisance  arising  from  the 
emission  of  black  smoke  over  prolonged  periods.  This  matter  has  now  been 
cleared  up. 

Probably  the  most  serious  pollution  in  the  district  at  the  moment  arises 
from  dust  and  fumes  from  a  dolomite  quarry.  The  Company  have  been  ap¬ 
proached  in  the  matter,  but  as  the  life  of  the  dolomite  stratum  is  short  and 
to  abate  the  nuisance  would  involve  costly  new  plants,  the  Company  are  con¬ 
sidering  alternative  future  plans. 
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MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 


11  Licences  were  granted  during  the  year.  All  have  been  in  re spect 
of  families  requiring  permanent  living  accommodation. 


BJBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

There  are  no  public  conveniences  in  the  district,  but  the  Council  ap¬ 
preciate  that  some  should  be  provided  and  hope  to  do  so  when  the  economic 
position  is  more  favourable. 


HMTEIjTION  OP  DAMACE  BY  JESTS 

Oswestry  Borough  and  the  Rural  District  Council  of  Oswestry  still  con¬ 
tinue  to  operate  a  joint  scheme  controlled  by  a  Joint  Committee. 

Free  service  to  private  dwellings  continues  and  much  good  work  is  being 
done  in  this  respect. 

The  number  of  contracts  in  respect  of  business  premises  has  decreased. 
This  would  appear  to  be  brought  about  by  the  use  of  ’Warfarin*  poison  by 
occupiers  of  premises. 

The  reduction  in  the  number  of  contracts  lias  resulted  in  more  attention 
being  given  to  the  inspection  of  premises. 


TOMES 

Number  dealt  with  by  Informal  Notice  , . .  101 


Number  Complied  with  . ..... • . . ... ...... •  98 

Number  of  Abatement  Notices . .  1 

Number  Complied  with  .....o. ...... ......  1 
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HJBLIC  HOUSES 


There  are  skill  a  snail  number  of  Public  Houses  in  the  area  re- 
improved  sanitary  ac conno elation  especially  in  relation  to 
location.  It  has  been  the  policy  of  the  Health  Department  and  Police 
Authority  to  achieve  as  far  as  is  practicable  the  siting  of  conven¬ 
iences  under  cover  and  within  the  main  walls  of  the  building, 
attention  continues  to  be  given  to  cleanliness  of  glasses  and  personal 
hygiene . 

FOODS 

There  appears  to  be  an  abnormal  amount  of  food  condemned  during  the 
year*  This  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  an  old  man  who  had  been  keep¬ 
ing  a  small  shop  died,  and  the  Auctioneer  dealing  with  the  estate  called 
us  in  to  inspect  a  large  quantity  of  food  the  old  man  had  been  hoarding 
in  rooms  throughout  the  house  over  a  long  period.  The  unfitness  was 
undoubtedly  brought  about  by  long  and  unsatisfactory  storage  conditions. 

PLACES 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

Number  of  registered  premises 

Number  of  mobile  shops  . 

Number  of  Inspections  . , . . . . . 

Number  of  Notices  served  .... 

Number  complied  with  . . 


Bakehouses 

Number  of  Premises  .  .  7 

Number  Inspected . . . . . . .  7 

Number  of  Inspections  . . . .  9 

Number  of  Notices  served  . . . . . .  2 

Number  complied  with  . . . .  2 


3 

1 

A 

Nil 

Nil 
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Cafes.  Restaurants,  and  Canteens 


Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 


of  Premises  (including 
Inspected  o«#o.ooooooo 
of  Inspections  •  . 
of  Notices  served  . . , « 
complied  with  . . . . 


School  Canteens) 


o**oooooooooooeoo 


60*0000000000  O  0  o  o 


*000000*0*0000  ooo 


00000000600000000 


Food -Shops 


o 


39 


o 


o 


o 


o 


oooocoooo 


OOOOOOOOO 


..  12 

..  18 
. .  Nil 
..  Nil 


Number  of  Premises  .  •  c . » «,  • .  <►  • 
Number  of  mobile  shops 
Number  Inspected  . . .  •  „ . . „ „  •  • „ 
Number  of  Inspections  . 

Number  of  Notices  served  , 0 » „ 
Number  complied  with  , . 0 „ • • . „ 


ooooooooooooooooooo*oo* 


0*000000000000000*000** 


oooooooooooe*oo«oo**oeo 


00000000000000*00000* 


0000*0000000000000**00* 


oooooooooooooooo***oooo 


..  70 

o.  4 

..  18 
o.  20 

..  Nil 
Nil 


Meat  Product_Pre paring  Rooms 


Number  of  Premises  . . .ooo . . . .  3 

Number  Inspected  . . 3 


Number  of  Inspections  ... o..oo«oo.ooo.o.oooooo.o. ••«.««. 00. •  12 
Number  of  Notices  served  .0000. .0.0.0. 0000. 0.0.. 00. .o....o..  Nil 
Number  complied  with  ..........o............ ........ . .  Nil 


Ic_e_~Crean  Premises 


Number  of  Registered  Premises  ....... ............ ...........  4-9 


There  are  no  manufacturing  premises  in  the  district 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES  r^GUMIQNSyJL^t-S) 

Dealers  Licences  authorising  Special  Designation 

"Tuberculin  Tested11  .  . . . 11 

Dealers  Licences  authorising  Special  Designation 

’’Pasteurised"  ............... .  5 

Dealers  Licences  authorising  Special  Designation 

"Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)".  6 

Dealers  Licences  authorising  Special  Designation 

"Sterilised"  . .  3 

Supplementary  Licences  authorising  Special  Designation 

"Tuberculin  Tested"  . .  8 

Supplementary  Licences  authorising  Special  Designation 

"Pasteurised"  . . 7 

Supplementary  Licences  authorising  Special  Designation 

"Sterilised"  . 4 

Number  of  Registered  Distributors  . . 19 


MEAT  INSPECTION 


The  following  carcases  were  inspected  by  the  Rural  Inspectors  at 
the  Meat  Company’ s  Slaughterhouse 


Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

733 

31 

4,311 

2,093 
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MISCELLANEOUS  MEAT  AND  POODS  CONDEMNED 


Meat 

2  x  8  lb,  2  oz,  Cooked  Perk  Shoulder* 

1  x  10  lb.  8  oz«  Cooked  Pork  Shoulder* 
1x8  lb,  2  oz.  Tin  Cooked  Shoulder, 

8x6  lb*  tins  Corned  Beef* 

1  x  12  oz.  Tin  Corned  Beef* 

1x7  oz.  Tin  Perk  Luncheon  Meat, 

1  x  12  oz.  Tin  Luncheon  Meat, 

1x5  lb.  12  oz.  Tin  Boneless  Cooked  Ham* 
1x2  lb.  Cooked  Ham, 

1  x  If  lb.  Tin  Chopped  Pork, 

18  lbs.  Pork  Butts* 

One  chicken, 

1  x  12  oz.  Minced  Beef  Loaf* 

10  x  2: J  oz.  Meat  Paste* 

10  x  li  oz*  Meat  Paste. 

41  x  156  grins.  Potted  Meat. 

Biscuits, 

Ilf  x  7i  oz.  packets, 

9x8  oz*  packets* 

9  x  6j  oz,  packets* 

2§-  Tins  Various  Assortments. 

8  packets  Cream  Assortment. 


4  x  16  oz.  Jars  Lemon  Curd* 

3  x  i  lb.  pekts*  Com  Flour* 

10  x  6  pts,  pekts*  Custard  Powder* 

7  x  llg-  oz.  Tins  Custard  Powder. 

6  x  oz.  pekts.  Blancmange  Powder. 
2x4  oz*  Tins  Chooolate  Powder, 
lxl  lb.  Pekts.  Parage  Oats* 


Fruit 

7  x  15  oz.  Tins  Pirns* 

1x2  lb.  3  oz.  Tin  Tomatoes. 

3  x  14  oz.  Tins  Tomatoes. 

7x8  oz.  Tins  Tomatoes* 

17  x  16  oz.  Tins  Pineapple  Cubes 

1  x  12  oz.  Mixed  Fruit. 

20  x  8  oz.  pekts.  Sultanas  and 

Currants 

17  x  16  os.  pekts.  Sultanas  and 

Currants 

1  x  12  oz.  Pekts*  Sultanas* 


Vegetables 

3  x  15i  oz.  Tin  Peas. 

2  x  16  os.  Tin  Beans. 
1x8  oz.  Tin  Beans, 
lx  15  oz.  Tin  Carrots. 
2x1  lb.  pekts.  Rice. 
4x1  lb*  Tins  Soup. 


Sweets 

24  pekts.  Marshmallows* 

38  Coconut  Eclairs. 

7/2  oz.  bars.  Milk  Chocolate. 
15  Bottles  Lemonade. 

1  pekt.  Jelly. 


47  Bottles  Sauce. 

11  Bottles  Cough  Mixture, 


13  Bottles  Gravy  Browning. 


ADDENDUM 


One  case  of  C.  Bovis  was  found  in  the  Private  Slaughterhouse. 

One  cyst  was  found  in  the  external  masoeter  muscle.  The  caracase 
was  treated  in  accordance  with  MEMO  3. 

In  all  cases  an  effort  is  made  to  trace  the  source  of  infection. 
A.R.  I958.  C.P.H.I. 


I 
. 


p 

o 

•H 

£ 

(0 

•H 

P 

.3 

to 

(1) 

9 

O 

& 

s 

sf 

4 

CO 

d 

0) 

O 

d 

0 

o 

a 

<6 

& 

rQ 


CO 

bO 

•H 

P 


c$  et 


•4 


co 

0 

erf 

O 


to 

g 

o 


I 

rH 

O  CO 

M  fe 
0)  D 
O 

r3  bO 

S  .3 

<3 


LA  LA 
CM  CM 

-4  -4 


vo 

fA 


LA 

oo 


VO 

H 


VO 

H 

H 


r-A 


d 

<0 


0 


'd 

d 

0 

p 

o 

0 

0 

H 

P 

i — l 

Tj 

co 

•5 

d 

U 

0 

0 

-§ 

9 

S3 

n  d 

co 

5  .d  d 

0  id 

)  o  o 

,d  rd 

x  w 

0  -H' 
*  CO* 

to;  o 

§1! 
0  d 
ca!  0 

il 

Eh 


•H  O 

.g  „ 

%  * 

to  _ 
0  bO 


% 


CO 

erf 

o 

a 

o 


& 


•d 

p 
•rH 
£ 

<0 

bOd 
erf  <D 
P  -P 
d  O 
0  0 
O  P 
d  P 
0  erf 
p 


CM 

rH 


H 

g 

to 

•H 

CO 

O 

*3 

o 

i 

■3 

EH 


0 


P 

$3 

P 

I 

CO 


d 

0 


•S-S 

§ 

a 


1 


P  n 
O  erf 


to 

o 


JS 


bO 

O  d 

o 


9 

o 


d 

0 

p 

O  CO 
0  *H 

&8 

•S3 

o 

d  u 

0  0 
A  A 

I5 

» l 

bO  d 
0 
p 

d  o 
0  0 
a  p 
d  p 
o  erf 
P 


35 


FACTORIES  ACTS 


36 


'Td 

§ 

.5 

-p 

g 

o 


co 

Eh 

§ 

CO 

H 

8 

g 

<! 


37 


Eh 


F3 


£H 


pq 

g 

o 

B 

H 

H 

M 

EH 

pd 

Ph 

38 


